
Reading 

At Heathfield Primary School, we aim to develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing 

and vocabulary in every subject. Understanding language unlocks the whole curriculum and 

is essential for success in all subjects. 

We want our children to develop a love for books and reading and we promote this in a 

variety of ways, for example, World Book Day, visiting authors, book fairs and engaging 

class novels. 

Reading at Home 

Our children are encouraged to read at home at least three times a week and parents to write a 

short comment in their reading record. Ten minutes spent developing their reading skills 

through sharing books with an adult helps children become fluent and confident readers; 

children who see adults reading, and enjoying reading, are much more likely to want to read 

themselves. We use Reading Miles as a reward scheme to give motivation to the children. 

Book bands are used to ensure that children are reading books appropriate to their reading 

ability.  

Phonics 

KS1 pupils are taught phonic and reading skills, daily, using Read Write Inc. Phonics. 

Guided Reading 

Guided reading gives children opportunity to explore books in greater depth, demonstrating 

their understanding of what they have read and sharing their opinions. 

Library 

We have a library suitable for all ages and every class has access during the week which is 

used, when appropriate. Parents can bring their children to the library on Tuesdays and/or 

Thursdays between 3.15pm-3.45pm to borrow books to enjoy at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

Across the full curriculum, we aim to provide a wide range of opportunities that support our 

children’s growth into confident and effective writers. We carefully consider ways in which 

we can engage the pupils so that they develop a strong sense of purpose and audience whilst 

also nurturing their enjoyment. 

Read Write Inc. 

Children in EYFS and Year 1 are taught writing skills through Read Write Inc. which makes 

strong links with their phonic knowledge and understanding. 

Talk 4 Writing 

We use the Talk 4 Writing approach in Years 2-6, which encourages children to orally 

rehearse key language before reading and analysing it. Through fun activities they practise 

the tune of the language they need, engage in shared writing and then write in the same style. 

Handwriting 

We aim for all children to develop a fluent, cursive handwriting style. To support the 

teaching of this, we have adopted an online resource called Letter-join. This uses interactive 

animations to demonstrate letter formation and joins. 

Spelling 

In Years 2-6, spelling is taught in regular, short sessions using Read Write Inc. Spelling. This 

involves a variety of lively, collaborative activities which engage children and supports them 

in becoming confident and proficient spellers. In EYFS and Year 1, spelling is taught through 

Read Write Inc. Phonics. 

 


