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ESOL

EAL SUPPORT (English as an Additional Language Support)

If you are a citizen of any country within the European 
Economic Area and for at least 3 previous years, you will be 
eligible to join classes at Darlington College.  If you are from 
outside the EEA, you are also entitled to join classes but the 
fees will be double.  If this does not apply, please speak to us 
for advice and guidance.

We teach levels from Pre-Entry through to Level 2.  There are 3 separate courses 
available to suit your level of English:  Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing.  
You will be assessed before classes start, to identify your level in each language skill.  
Each skill is examined towards the end of the course, where achievement leads to a 
certificate. 
 
Additional provision includes Functional Skills maths (Entry 1 to Level 2) and Infor-
mation Technology (IT) specifically aimed at ESOL learners. 
 
These are Government approved qualifications, recognised by employers and other 
educational institutions.

We try to teach classes as separate levels but sometimes we have to combine these 
depending on circumstances.

If you are a full-time student at college and English is not your first language, you 
may get help to support you with not only your full-time studies but also 
your English.



exemptions

Days and times for ESOL classes 2019-2020
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Daytimes classes are on BOTH days:

Mondays E1 / E2 / E3 L1 / L2 12:30 - 15:30hrs

Tuesdays E1 / E2 / E3 L1 / L2 12:30 - 15:30hrs

09:00 - 12:00hrs

09:00 - 12:00hrs

Evening classes:

Tuesdays E1 - L2 Speaking and Listening

Wednesdays E1 - L2 Reading / Writing

17:45 - 20:45hrs

17:45 - 20:45hrs

Prices / Fees:

Speaking and Listening:  £300

Reading:   £150

Writing:    £225

The price of the course includes the 
exam registration fees; however, any 
re-sit exams may be charged for.

Times for maths and IT classes will be discussed at 
summer enrolment.  The classes generally run on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

ESOL classes are FREE if you are under 19 years old.

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, ESOL classes are 
also FREE (see learning agreement)

classes may be free if you earn 
under <16,009.50 P.A (Per Annum)
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Mouhyedin came to the UK in November 2016 as a refugee from Syria.  He 
has lived in Darlington with an English family ever since.  Mouhyedin 
started at Darlington College in February 2017 starting at Entry 1.  He 
progressed enough to start a L1 Business and IT course in September 2017 as 
well as the next level of ESOL.  To help improve his English further, 
Mouhyedin worked in customer services at the theatre and Vue Cinema in 
Darlington.  At the same time, Mouhyedin established his food company 
Falafel Fella.  To read about his story in more detail, see his website 
falafelfella.co.uk.  This year, Mouhyedin passed his L1 Speaking and 
Listening and E3 Reading and Writing.  Mouhyedin will continue with his 
ESOL studies next year with the aim of studying Law with the Open 
University in the future.

For the past two years I have studied at Darlington College.  I started with ESOL 
Entry 1 when I didn’t know much English.  After nine months of being in Darling-
ton I got a job at Vue Cinema.  Darlington College allowed me to continue with 
my ESOL in the evenings.  Darlington College gave me the opportunity to study 
Level 1 Business and IT.  This gave me confidence to start my own business.
I really appreciate how Darlington College has helped me to improve my English 
and improve my skills.  I am so grateful to all the teachers who are teaching me 
and supporting me in my career.  I have just completed my Level 1 ESOL.  I hope to 
continue with ESOL whilst running my business and in the future I hope to study 
Law with the Open University while I am doing my business.

Mouhyedin al khalil



 

Daniela FRATILA
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Daniela came to the UK from Romania with her family in 2015 and settled in 
Newcastle.  In 2017, Daniela and her family moved to Darlington where she 
joined Darlington College.  Daniela started at L1 ESOL but quickly moved to 
L2 ESOL.  Daniela passed her L2 ESOL with flying colours.  This academic year, 
Daniela enrolled onto Access to HE (Health) where she achieved merits and 
distinctions.  Running parallel to this, Daniela also studied GCSE English and 
L2 FS maths.  Daniela has got a place to study Adult Nursing, starting in 
January 2020 at Teesside University.

I knew I needed a change in my life.  After some research I decided to start 
studying ESOL at Darlington College and I don’t regret it.  ESOL helped me to 
consolidate and improve my skills.  I have gained confidence and thanks to this 
course I have decided to take my studying to the next level. 

In September 2018 I started a new course, Access to HE, which I knew would 
prepare me for university.  The skills gained in ESOL classes were so useful and 
made me feel better prepared and more confident when writing my assignments.  
At present I have finished my Access course and in January 2020, I will start 
university preparing to become an adult nurse.
Everything started with the desire to change my career and thanks to ESOL, 
I am now on that path.



 

Kacper HNAT
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Kacper came to the UK from Poland with his family in 2016.  In February 
2016, Kacper started at Darlington College.  Kacper started at ESOL E2.  By 
September 2016, Kacpar had progressed rapidly to L1 ESOL and started a full 
time L2 IT course.  By September 2017, Kacper moved onto L2 ESOL, L3 IT and 
GCSE maths, all of which he passed last summer.  This academic year, 2018-19, 
Kacper has done his second year of L3 1T and GCSE English.  In September 
2019, Kacper is hoping to go to Teesside University to study a degree in Cyber 
Security with Networking.

Throughout my career at Darlington College, I have gained confidence in 
speaking and being patient.  I spent three years doing ESOL courses which 
prepared me to start and pass GCSE maths and English.  In the beginning it 
wasn’t perfect but I moved quickly from Entry 2 to Level 1.  

My friends and teachers at Darlington College have helped me a lot, especially to 
understand how the English language works.  After a wonderful time at 
Darlington College, it is time for a bigger challenge – university!



 

Shadi NAWZARI
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Shadi came to the UK from Iraqi Kurdistan in 2013 and moved to Darlington 
in 2014.  Shadi started at Darlington College in 2015 at E2.  Each year, Shadi 
has progressed through the ESOL levels.  Last year, Shadi completed ESOL L1 
and E3 Functional Skills maths.  From September 2018 to June 2019, Shadi has 
been very busy and completed L2 ESOL, L1 and L2 FS maths and IT at both 
entry level and L1.  In September 2019, Shadi will start on pre-Access to HE 
(Health), GCSE maths and Functional Skills L2 English.  In the future, Shadi 
hopes to go to university to study to become a paediatric nurse.

For the past 4 years I have been studying at Darlington College.  I started at Entry 
2 and this summer I completed L2 ESOL.  I did maths Entry 3, Level 1 and Level 2 
as well as IT Entry 3 and Level 1.  

When I started, my spoken and written English was so poor but my all teachers 
worked hard with me to improve my English language.  Now my English is so 
good because I chose the right place.  Now I am looking forward to starting my 
new courses at Darlington College for pre-Access (for Nursing) and Functional 
Skills English.



British Values
At Darlington College, we provide a range of opportunities to promote and 
develop your values within and beyond the curriculum. You will have the 
opportunities to explore and develop these values to help prepare you for life 

in Britain today and give you the confidence and skills for employment. 

Democracy Rule of law

mutual respect individual liberty

You will experience democracy through:

You will appreciate what mutual respect
means through:

You will understand the concept of individual
liberty through:

You will develop an understanding of the 
rule of law through:

• Student Voice and Student Liaison Committee
• Student representatives
• student council
• student governors
• induction week activities
• tutorial programme

• induction week activities
• code of conduct
• college policies and procedures
• tutorial programme
• prevent duty

• code of conduct
• equality and diversity policy 
• safeguarding, anti-bullying and prevent policies
• activities, events and enrichment
• tutorial programme
• Respect Forum 

• individual tutorials
• pro-monitor
• equality and diversity policy
• celebrating student success
• tutorial programme

You will begin to appreciate the richness that diverse faiths and beliefs can bring to our society through:

• activities, events and enrichment  • tutorial programme

Acceptance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.
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at darlington college



ESOL qualifications can be obtained at: 

ENTRY levels 1, 2, 3 and Levels 1 and 2.

Entry levels are for beginners; levels 1 and 2 are for more 
confident users. 

Entry level 3 = B1 Users                                                                               

Level 1 = B2 Users 
                                                                                 
Level 2 = C1 Users

The CEFR levels:

Common European Framework of Reference 
for languages

A1= Entry level 1 (beginner) Basic user

A2= Entry level 2 (elementary) Basic user

B1= Entry level 3 (lower intermediate) Independent user

B2= Level 1 (upper intermediate) Independent user

C1= Level 2 (advanced) Proficient user

C2= Level 3 (proficiency) Proficient user

GENERAL INFORMATON
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english qualifcations related to 
ielts scores

6.0 6.5 7.0 7.5
Cambridge ESOL (Skills for Life)

Level 1 Level 1 Level 2 Level 2
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6.0 6.5 7.0 7.5
C C B B

GCSE English Language 
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NOTES




